
Cambridge English Proficiency  

Vocabulary Test 3  

Part 1 (pages: 48-49) 

1. Shining example: great example. E.g. These pictures are shining 

example of great photography 

2. Revamping image: to change or arrange something again, in order to 

improve it.  

3. Transaction: An occasion when someone buys or sells something, or 

when money is exchanged or the activity of buying or selling 

something. E.g. We need to monitor the transaction of smaller 

deals. 

4. Rebranding exercise: the act of changing the way that an 

organization, business company, or product appears to the public. 

E.g. As a part of the rebranding process they hoped to reposition 

the brand as the "original" travel company.  

5. Free rein to: the freedom to do, say, or feel what you want.  

E.g. The young film-makers were given free rein to experiment with 

new themes and techniques. 

6. By the scruff of the neck: by the skin at the back of the neck. 

E.g. Cats carry their kittens by the scruff of the neck. I took/

grabbed him by the scruff of his neck and threw him out of the 

hall. 

7. Innovative: using new methods or ideas. Innovative ideas /methods. 

E.g. She was an imaginative and innovative manager. 

8. Easy on the eye: pleasant to look at/listen to. E.g. Her paintings 

are very easy on the eye. 

9. Fall back on: to use something for help because no other choice is 

available. E.g. The organization has no income and no reserves to 

fall back on. 

10. Devise a campaign: come up with.  

11. Murky: dark and dirty or difficult to see through. E.g. The river 

was brown and murky after the storm. / used to describe a 

situation that is complicated and unpleasant, and about which many 

facts are not clear. E.g. He became involved in the murky world of 



international drug-dealing. I don't want to get into the murky 

waters of family arguments. 

12. Tedious: boring: a tedious job. E.g. The problem is I find most 

forms of exercise so tedious. 

13. Give a new lease of life: an occasion when you become more 

energetic and active than before. E.g. His grandchildren have given 

him a new lease of life. 

 

PART 2 (Page: 50) 

1. Fade away: to slowly disappear, lose importance, or become weaker. 

E.g. The voices became louder and closer and then faded away 

again. As the years passed, the memories faded away. 

2. Inevitable: certain to happen and unable to be avoided or 

prevented. E.g. The accident was the inevitable consequence/

result/outcome of carelessness. 

3. Augment: to increase the size or value of something by adding 

something to it. E.g. He would have to find work to augment his 

income.  

4. Novel: new and original, not like anything seen before:  a novel 

idea/suggestion. E.g. Keeping a sheep in the garden is a novel way of 

keeping the grass short! 

5. Distress: a situation in which you are suffering or are in great 

danger and therefore in urgent need of help. E.g. Six people were 

rescued by helicopter from a fishing boat in distress off the coast. 

A distress signal.  

6. Attest: to show something or to say or prove that something is 

true. E.g. Thousands of people came out onto the streets to attest 

their support for the democratic opposition party. The number of 

old German cars still on the road attests (to) the excellence of 

their manufacture. As his career attests, he is a world-class tennis 

player. 

7. Aversion to: (a person or thing that causes) a feeling of strong 

dislike or of not wishing to do something. E.g. I felt an instant 

aversion to his parents. She has a deep aversion to getting up in 

the morning. Greed is my pet aversion (= the thing I dislike most of 

all). 



8. Distinguished: used to describe a respected and admired person, or 

their work. E.g. A distinguished writer/director/politician. A 

distinguished career. 

9. Creep into sth : If mistakes creep in or creep into a piece of text, 

they are included despite efforts not to include them. E.g. A few 

mistakes always creep in during the editing process. One or two 

typing errors crept into the report. 

10. Denote: to represent something. E.g. The colour red is used to 

denote passion or danger. 

11. In question: The person or thing that is being discussed. E.g. I 

stayed at home on the night in question.   

12. Embedded: If an emotion, opinion, etc. is embedded in someone or 

something, it is a very strong or important part of him, her, or it. 

E.g. A sense of guilt was deeply embedded in my conscience. 

13. Generate: to cause something to exist. E.g. Her latest film has 

generated a lot of interest/excitement. The new development will 

generate 1,500 new jobs. Selling food will increase the club's 

ability to generate revenue/income. 

 

PART 3 (PAGE: 51) 

 

1. Glimpse (into the future): to see something or someone for a very 

short time or only partly. E.g. We glimpsed the ruined abbey from 

the windows of the train. 

2. Palatable: Palatable food or drink has a pleasant taste. E.g. A very 

palatable wine. The meal was barely palatable. 

3. Speculative: based on a guess and not on information. E.g. The 

article was dismissed as highly speculative. 

 

PART 4 (PAGE 52 -53) 

 

1. To be taken in: to be deceived. E.g. I was taken in by her lies. 

2. Intervene: to intentionally become involved in a difficult situation 

in order to improve it or prevent it from getting worse. E.g. The 

Central Bank intervened in the currency markets today to try to 

stabilize the exchange rate. 



3. Sustain losses: to suffer or experience, especially damage or loss. 

E.g. She sustained multiple injuries in the accident. Most buildings 

sustained only minimal damage in the earthquake. The company has 

sustained heavy losses this year.  

 

PART 5 (PAGES: 54-55) 

 

1. Repository: a place where things are stored and can be found. 

2. Obsolete: not in use any more, having been replaced by 

something newer and better or more fashionable. E.g. Gas lamps 

became obsolete when electric lighting was invented. 

3. Enduring: existing for a long time. E.g. The enduring appeal of 

cartoons. I shall be left with many enduring memories of the 

time I spent in India. 

4. Dawn: the period in the day when light from the sun begins to 

appear in the sky. E.g. We woke at dawn. We left as dawn was 

breaking (= starting). We left at the break of dawn. 

5. Avail myself of: to use something for your own benefit. E.g. 

Voters should avail themselves of all the tools available to get 

information about the candidates. 

6. Sink or swim: If you are left to sink or swim, you are given no 

help so that you succeed or fail completely by your own efforts. 

E.g. My employer gave me no help when I started my new job - I 

was just left to sink or swim. 

7. Unsung: not noticed or praised for hard work, courage, or great 

achievements. E.g. An unsung hero/heroine. Many of her 

achievements went unsung until after her death. 

8. Compelling: If a reason, argument, etc. is compelling, it makes 

you believe it or accept it because it is so strong. E.g. It's a 

fairly compelling argument for going. 

9. Garner (respect/ praise): to collect something, usually after 

much work or with difficulty. E.g. Coppola garnered several 

Oscar awards for "The Godfather". 

10. Abundant: more than enough. E.g. An abundant supply of food. 

There is abundant evidence that cars have a harmful effect on 



the environment. Cheap consumer goods are abundant (= exist in 

large amounts) in this part of the world. 

11. Dismay: a feeling of unhappiness and disappointment. E.g. Aid 

workers were said to have been filled with dismay by the 

appalling conditions that the refugees were living in. The fans 

watched in/with dismay as their team lost 42–11. She 

discovered, to her dismay, that her exam was a whole month 

earlier than she'd expected. 

12. Supplement: something that is added to something else in order 

to improve it or complete it; something extra. E.g. The doctor 

said she should be taking vitamin supplements. 

The money I get from teaching evening night classes provides a 

supplement to my main income. 

We paid a supplement (= an extra amount of money) so that we 

could have a cabin on board the ship.  

A part of a magazine or newspaper, either produced separately 

or as part of the magazine or newspaper. E.g. The newspaper 

publishes a sports supplement every Monday.  

An extra part of a book, either produced separately or included 

at the end of the book, containing information that was not 

available when the book was first published. E.g. There is a 

supplement to the dictionary containing new words. 

13. Novice: a person who is not experienced in a job or situation. 

E.g. I've never driven a car before - I'm a complete novice. This 

plant can be difficult for novice gardeners to grow. 

14. Endeavor: to try to do something. E.g. Engineers are 

endeavouring to locate the source of the problem. 

15. Mere: used to emphasize that something is not large or 

important. E.g. The plane crashed mere minutes after take-off. 

It cost a mere 20 dollars. 

16. Commission: to formally choose someone to do a special piece of 

work, or to formally ask for a special piece of work from 

someone. E.g. The newspaper commissioned a series of articles 

on the worst excesses of the fashion industry. She's 

commissioned an artist to paint her portrait. 



17. Entity: something that exists apart from other things, having 

its own independent existence. E.g. The museums work closely 

together, but are separate legal entities. He regarded the north 

of the country as a separate cultural entity. 

 

PART 6 (page 56-57) 

           1.To be swept away: to remove and/or take in a particular  

                 direction, especially in a fast and powerful way. E.g. A large wave    

              swept away half the sandcastle. She swept the pile of papers and 

                 books into her bag. 

            2.Formidable: causing you to have fear or respect for something  

              or someone because that thing or person is large, powerful, or  

                 difficult: a formidable obstacle/task. A formidable adversary/ 

                 enemy/opponent. A formidable intellect. Disapproving the  

                 director and his formidable wife. 

   3.Renowned: famous for something. E.g. The region is renowned  

      for its outstanding natural beauty. Marco Polo is a renowned  

        explorer/is renowned as an explorer. 

    4.Remoteness: distance 

    5.Indispensable:  Something or someone that is indispensable is  

       so good or important that you could not manage without it, him,  

       or her. E.g. This book is an indispensable resource for  

       researchers. His long experience at the United Nations makes  

       him indispensable to the talks. 

    6.Navigable: (of an area of water) deep, wide, or safe enough for  

      a boat to go through. E.g. That stretch of river is too shallow  

      to be navigable. 

    7.Have a ball: to enjoy yourself very much. E.g. "So how was the  

        party last night?" "Oh, it was great - we had a ball!" 

    8.Imminent: coming or likely to happen very soon. E.g. Imminent  

        disaster/danger. A strike is imminent. 

    9.Torrent: a sudden large or too large amount, especially one  

       that seems to be uncontrolled. E.g. He let out a torrent of  

        abuse/angry words. They are worried that the flow/trickle/ 

        stream of tourists could swell into an unmanageable torrent if  

       there are no controls. 



   10.Psych myself up: to try to make yourself feel confident and   

         ready to do something difficult. E.g. I have to spend a little  

         time on my own before I give a speech, psyching myself up. 

    11.Muster: to produce or encourage something such as an emotion  

        or support. E.g. She managed to muster the courage to ask  

        him to the cinema. The team will need all the strength they  

        can muster to win this game. Opponents are unlikely to be able  

        to muster enough votes to override the veto. 

     12.Drizzle: Light rain.  

     13.To don (helmets): to put on a piece of clothing. E.g. He  

          donned his finest coat and hat. 

     14.Tributary: a river or stream that flows into a larger river or  

          a lake. E.g. The Indre, a lesser tributary of the Loire. 

     15.Be acquainted with sth/sb: to make an acquaintance/ to be  

         familiar with somebody or something.  

     16.Ravine: a deep narrow valley with steep sides. 

     17.Steep: A steep rise or fall is one that goes very quickly from  

           low to high or from high to low. E.g. There has been a steep  

           increase/rise in prices. 

     18.Handy: useful or convenient. 

     19.Summit: an important formal meeting between leaders of  

          governments from two or more countries. E.g. A summit  

          meeting. 

     20.Unspoiled: An unspoiled place is beautiful because it has not  

          been changed or damaged by people. E.g. An island with clean,  

          unspoiled beaches. 

      21.Boulder: a very large rock. 

      22.White knuckle: A white-knuckle experience or activity  

           makes you feel very frightened and often excited. E.g. A  

           white-knuckle ride in a theme park. 

      23.Serenity: peacefulness  

      24.Above par: STOCK MARKET relating to bonds, shares, etc.  

           that are selling at more than their face value (= the value  

           shown on them). E.g. Stock bought above par will result in a  

             capital loss.  

        Better than usual, or above the expected standard. E.g. The  



          food in the hotel is well above par. 

      25.Cascades: a small waterfall, often one of a group. 

          A large amount of something that hangs down. E.g. A cascade  

          of golden hair fell down his back. 

      26.Reflect (upon): If a surface reflects light, heat, sound, or  

           an image, it sends the light, etc. back and does not absorb  

           it. E.g. He saw himself reflected in the water/mirror/shop  

             window. The light reflected off the surface of the water. 

       27.Lash: to hit with a lot of force. E.g. The prisoners were  

              regularly lashed with electric cable. 

       28.Tumble: to move in an uncontrolled way, as if falling or likely  

            to fall. E.g. An excited group of children tumbled out of  

               school/the bus. 

        29.Traverse: to move or travel through an area. E.g. Stanley  

             traversed the continent from west to east. 

        30.Evocative: making you remember or imagine something  

               pleasant. E.g. Evocative music. A sound evocative of the  

               sea. 

         31.Assertion: a statement that you strongly believe is true.  

            E.g. I certainly don't agree with his assertion that men are  

              better drivers than women. 

32.Coax: to persuade someone gently to do something or go  

    somewhere, by being kind and patient, or by appearing to  

    be. E.g. Perhaps you could coax your father into taking you  

    to the station. 

         33.Give way to: to be replaced by something. E.g. My  

                excitement gave way to fear when I drove a car for the  

              first time. 

 

 

PART 7 (PAGES 58-59) 

 

1. Remedial: A remedial action is intended to correct 

something that is wrong or to improve a bad situation: to 

take urgent/immediate remedial action. 

2. Contentment: to be pleased.  



3. Indulgence: an occasion when you allow someone or 

yourself to have something enjoyable, especially more 

than is good for you. E.g. Chocolate is my only indulgence. 

4. Flushed: When you flush, you become red in the face, 

especially as a result of strong emotions, heat, or alcohol. 

E.g. She flushed with pleasure as she accepted the prize. 

5. Smugness: too pleased or satisfied about something you 

have achieved or something you know. 

6. Cite: to mention something as proof for a theory or as a 

reason why something has happened. E.g. She cited three 

reasons why people get into debt. 

7. Suppleness: bending or able to be bent easily; not stiff. 

E.g. I'm not supple enough (= my body doesn't bend easily 

enough) to touch the floor. 

8. Regime: a particular way of operating or organizing a 

business, etc.. E.g. The regime in this office is hard work 

and more hard work. 

9. Deride: to laugh at someone or something in a way that 

shows you think they are stupid or of no value. E.g. He 

derided my singing as pathetic. 

10. Fad: a style, activity, or interest that is very popular for 

a short period of time. 

11. Underpin: to give support, strength, or a basic structure 

to something. E.g. He presented data to underpin his 

argument. 

12. Lithe: young, healthy, attractive, and able to move and 

bend smoothly. E.g. He had the lithe, athletic body of a 

ballet dancer. 

13. Stamina: the physical and/or mental strength to do 

something that might be difficult and will take a long 

time. E.g. The triathlon is a great test of stamina. 

14. Flab: soft, loose flesh on someone's body. E.g. I need to 

lose this flab on my belly! 

15. Eviscerate (my desire): to remove one or all of the organs 

from the inside of a body. 

16. Podgy: slightly fat. E.g. a podgy face or podgy fingers. 



 

17. Nuances: a very slight difference in appearance, meaning, 

sound, etc. E.g. The painter has managed to capture every 

nuance of the woman's expression. Linguists explore the 

nuances of language. 

18. Litany: a long list of unpleasant things, especially things 

that are repeated. E.g. The manufacturers are reported 

to have received a litany of complaints from dissatisfied 

customers. 

19. Despondent: unhappy and with no hope or enthusiasm. 

20. Burrow: to move yourself into a position where you can 

feel warm, comfortable, or safe. E.g. Suddenly shy, our 

young daughter burrowed her head into my shoulder. 

    To search for something as if by digging.  

21. Thighs: the part of a person's leg above the knee. 


