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serene:  peaceful and calm; worried by nothing: 

She has a lovely serene face. 

 

idyllic:An idyllic place or experience is extremely pleasant, beautiful, 

or peaceful: 

an idyllic childhood/summer 

an idyllic village in the Yorkshire Dales 

 

pastoral: used to refer to the part of 

the work of teachers and priests that 

involves giving help and advice about personal matters: 

A priest's pastoral duties include helping the poor and sick. 

 

obscure: not known to many people: 

an obscure island in the Pacific 

an obscure 12th-century mystic 

 

descendants: a person who is related to you and who lives after you, 

such as your child or grandchild: 

He has no descendants. 

They claim to be descendants of a French duke. 

We owe it to our descendants (= people younger than us who 

will live after we have died) to leave them a clean world to live in. 

 

extol: to praise something or someone very much: 

His book extolling the benefits of vegetarianism sold thousands 

of copies. 

She is forever extolling the virtues of her children. 

 

radically: believing or expressing the belief that there should 

be great or extreme social or political change: 

He was known as a radical reformer/thinker/politician. 

These people have very radical views. 

 

uncluttered: (of a room, etc.) not having too many objects in it, 

and looking tidy: 

A clean, uncluttered home will always appear elegant. 
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not containing too many small details or different parts: 

The website has been given a new, uncluttered design. 

 

permanence:  lasting for a long time or for ever: 

She is looking for a permanent place to stay. 

Are you looking for a temporary or a permanent job? 

The disease can cause permanent damage to the brain. 

A semi-permanent hair dye will wash out after about three months. 

He entered the United States in 1988 as a permanent resident because 

of his marriage to a U.S. citizen. 

 

inanimate: having none of the characteristics of life that 

an animal or plant has: 

He looks at me as if I'm an inanimate object. 

 

innumerable:  too many to be counted: 

The project has been delayed by innumerable problems. 

 

reactionary: a person who is opposed to political or social change or 

new ideas: 

Reactionaries are preventing reforms. 

 

outstrip: to be or become greater in amount, degree, 

or success than something or someone: 

The demand for food in the war zone now far outstrips supply. 

 

inextricably: unable to be separated, released, or escaped from: 

In the case of King Arthur, legend and truth are often inextricable. 

 

lurking:  to wait or move in a secret way so that you cannot be 

seen, especially because you are about to attack someone or do 

something wrong: 

Someone was lurking in the shadows. 

Why are you lurking around in the hallway? 

 

             [ I usually + adv/prep ] (of an unpleasant feeling or quality)  

         to exist although it is not always noticeable: 

Danger lurks around every corner. 

It seems that old prejudices are still lurking beneath the surface. 
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cynic: a person who believes that people are only interested in 

themselves and are not sincere: 

I'm too much of a cynic to believe that he'll keep his promise. 

A cynic might say that the government has only taken 

this measure because it is concerned about its declining popularity. 

 

commodities: a substance or product that can be traded, bought, 

or sold: 

The country's most valuable commodities include tin and diamonds. 

the international commodities market 

 

               a valuable quality: 

If you're going into teaching, energy is a necessary commodity. 

 

demise: the end of something that was previously considered to 

be powerful, such as a business, industry, or system: 

The demise of the company was sudden and unexpected. 

 

covetable: used to refer to something that people want to have 

 

conspicuous: very noticeable or attracting attention, often in a way 

that is not wanted: 

In China, her blonde hair was conspicuous. 

He tried not to look conspicuous and moved slowly along the back of 

the room. 

 

lure: the quality or power that something or someone has that makes 

it, him, or her attractive: 

the lure of fame/power/money 

 

emulate: to copy something achieved by someone else and try to do 

it as well as they have: 

They hope to emulate the success of other software companies. 

Fitzgerald is eager to emulate Martin's record of 

three successive world titles. 

 

ruthless: not thinking or worrying about 

any pain caused to others; cruel: 

ruthless ambition 

a ruthless dictator 
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Some people believe that to succeed in this world you have to be 

ruthless. 

 

sympathy: an expression of understanding and care for someone 

else's suffering: 

The president has sent a message of sympathy to the relatives of 

the dead soldiers. 

I don't have much sympathy for her - 

I think she's brought her troubles on herself. 

 

contempt: a strong feeling of disliking and having no respect for 

someone or something: 

At school she had complete contempt for all her teachers. 

You should treat those remarks with the contempt that they deserve. 

She's beneath contempt (= I have no respect for her)! 

            hold sb/sth in contempt :to feel contempt for someone or  

            something 

 

PART 6 (pages 76-77) 

incorporated:  to include something as part of something larger: 

Suggestions from the survey have been 

incorporated into/in the final design. 

This aircraft incorporates several new safety features. 

 

merely:  used to emphasize that you mean exactly what you are 

saying and nothing more: 

I wasn't complaining, I merely said that I was tired. 

I didn't say that you had to go - I merely suggested that you 

might want to go. 

 

fad: a style, activity, or interest that is very popular for 

a short period of time: 

the latest health fad 

UK There was a fad for wearing ripped jeans a few years ago. 

 

fodder: food that is given to farm animals like cows, horses and so 

on.  

 

compulsory: If something is compulsory, you must do it because of 

a rule or law: 

Swimming was compulsory at my school. 
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The law made wearing seat belts in cars compulsory. 

 

conduct:  to organize and perform a particular activity: 

We are conducting a survey to find out 

what our customers think of their local bus service. 

The experiments were conducted by scientists in New York. 

How you choose to conduct your private life is your own business! 

 

masquerading: behaviour that is intended to prevent the truth about 

something unpleasant or not wanted from becoming known: 

They kept up the masquerade of being happily married for over 

30 years. 

 

disseminated: to spread or give out 

something, especially news, information, ideas, etc., to a lot 

of people: 

One of the organization's aims is to disseminate information about 

the disease. 

 

inclining: to (make someone) feel something or want to do something: 

The prime minister is believed to be inclining towards an April election. 

 

impulse: a sudden strong wish to do something: 

I had this sudden impulse to shout out "Nonsense!" in the middle of 

her speech. 

         on (an) impulse: because you suddenly want to, although you  

         haven't planned to: 

"I didn't know you were looking for some new shoes." "Oh, I wasn't - I 

just bought them on impulse. 

 

duly: in the correct way or at the correct time; as expected: 

He knew he had been wrong, and duly apologized. 

She asked for his autograph and he 

duly obliged by signing her programme. 

 

hearsay: information that you have heard but do not know to 

be true: 

The evidence against them is all hearsay. 
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PART 7 (pages 78-79) 

conventions:  a large formal meeting of people who do 

a particular job or have a similar interest, or a large meeting for 

a political party: 

the national Democratic convention 

Where are they holding their party convention? 

 

resonance: to produce, increase, or fill with sound, 

by vibrating (= shaking)objects that are near: 

His voice resonated in the empty church. 

The noise of the bell resonated through the building. 

 

neat: tidy, with everything in its place: 

Your house is always so neat - how do you manage it? 

She likes everything neat and tidy. 

You have such neat handwriting. 

They did a very neat job stitching up your knee - 

there's hardly a scar there. 

 

austere:very simple and 

without comfort or unnecessary things, especially because 

of severe limits on money or goods: 

an austere childhood during the war 

 

             plain and without decoration: 

The courtroom was a large, dark chamber, an austere place. 

 

         very severe and unfriendly in manner: 

He was a tall, austere, forbidding figure. 

 

literal: The literal meaning of a word is its original, basic meaning: 

The literal meaning of "television" is "seeing from a distance". 

You will need to show more than just a literal understanding of the text. 

 

A literal translation of a text is done by translating each word 

separately, without looking at how the words are used together in a 

phrase or sentence: 

Her translation is too literal, resulting in unnatural-sounding prose. 

 

hovers:  to stay in one place in the air, usually by moving the 

wings quickly: 
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A hawk hovered in the sky, waiting to swoop down on its prey. 

I heard the noise of a helicopter hovering overhead. 

 

[ I usually + adv/prep ] to stand somewhere, especially near 

another person, eagerly or nervously waiting for their attention: 

A waiter hovered at the table, ready to take our order. 

I could sense him behind me, hovering and building up 

the courage to ask me a question. 

 

molested: to touch or attack someone in a sexual way 

against their wishes: 

The girl had been molested frequently by her stepfather from 

the age of eight. 

The man had previously been arrested several times for 

molesting young boys. 

 

amulets: an object worn because it 

is believed to protect against evil, disease, or unhappiness 

 

snatches: to take hold of something suddenly and roughly: 

He snatched the photos out of my hand before I had a chance to look at 

them. 

FIGURATIVE Running the best race of his career, Fletcher snatched (= 

only just won) the gold medal from the Canadian champion. 

 

           to take something or someone away by force: 

The six-year-old girl was snatched from a playground and 

her body was found two days later. 

She had her purse snatched (= stolen) while she was shopping. 

 

           to do or get something quickly because you only have   

           a short amount of time: 

Maybe you'll be able to snatch a couple of hours' sleep before dinner. 

 

eulogy: a speech, piece of writing, poem, 

etc. containing great praise, especially for someone 

who recently died or retired from work: 

He was the most self-effacing of men - the last thing he would 

have relished was a eulogy. 

The song was a eulogy to the joys of travelling. 
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inkling: a feeling that something 

is true or likely to happen, although you are not certain: 

[ + that ] I didn't have the slightest inkling that she was unhappy. 

He must have had some inkling of what was happening. 

 

resolutely: determined in character, action, or ideas: 

Their resolute opposition to 

new working methods was difficult to overcome. 

She's utterly resolute in her refusal to apologize. 

 

pastiche:a piece of art, music, literature, etc. 

that intentionally copies the style of someone else's work or 

is intentionally in various styles, or the practice of making art in 

either of these ways: 

The movie is a skilful, witty pastiche of "Jaws". 

 

airy-fairy: not practical or not based on the situation as it really is: 

She's talking about buying an old castle in Ireland. It 

all sounds a bit airy-fairy to me. 

 

thug: a man who acts violently, especially to commit a crime: 

Some thugs smashed his windows. 

 

indifferent: not thinking about or interested in someone or 

something: 

Why don't you vote - how can you be so indifferent (to what is going 

on)? 

He found it very hard teaching a class full of indifferent teenagers. 

 

rigorous: careful to look at or consider every part of something to 

make certain it is correct or safe: 

rigorous testing/checking/methods 

 

punctuation: (the use of) special symbols that you add to writing 

to separate phrases and sentences to show that something is 

a question, etc.: 

His letter was completely without punctuation. 

 

cerebral: SPECIALIZED medical  relating to the brain or the cerebrum 
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FORMAL demanding or involving careful thinking and mental effort 

rather than feelings: 

She makes cerebral films that deal with important social issues.  

 

etiquette: the set 

of rules or customs that control accepted behaviour in 

particular social groups or social situations: 

Social etiquette dictates that men cannot sit while women are standing. 

Diplomatic etiquette forbids calling for the death of a national leader. 

 

precipitous: If a slope is precipitous, it is very steep: 

a precipitous mountain path 

 

              If a reduction or increase is precipitous, it   

              is fast or great: 

Over the past 18 months, there has been a precipitous fall in car sales. 

 

leaden: LITERARY dark grey: 

leaden skies 

 

ordiness/ wordy:  

containing too many words: 

As usual she gave a reply which was wordy and 

didn't answer the question. 
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