
Cambridge Proficiency Practice Test 2  
Vocabulary  
 
Part 5 (Pages 34-35) 
 
cliché:  a saying or remark that is very often made and 
is therefore not original and not interesting: 
My wedding day - and I know it's a cliché - was just the happiest day of 
my life. 
 
adept: having a natural ability to do something that needs skill: 
She's very adept at dealing with the media. 
Tamsin Palmer gave a technically adept performance on the piano. 
 
adamantly:impossible to persuade,or unwilling to change an opinio
n or decision: 
[ + that ] I've told her she should stay at home and rest but she's 

adamant that she's coming. 
 
innately: an innate quality or ability is one that you were born with, 
not one you have learned: 
Cyril's most impressive quality was his innate goodness. 
 
leveraging: the action or advantage of using a lever: 
Using ropes and wooden poles for leverage, they haul sacks of cement up 
the track. 
 
underpin:  to give support, strength, or a basic structure to 
something: 
He presented data to underpin his argument. 
Gradually the laws that underpinned (= formed part of 
the basic structure of)apartheid were abolished. 
When restoring the building, the first priority was to underpin 
the exterior walls by adding wooden supports along the foundations. 
 
subtle:  not loud, bright, noticeable, or obvious in any way: 
The room was painted a subtle shade of pink. 
The play's message is perhaps too subtle to 
be understood by young children. 
 
 
 small but important: 
There is a subtle difference between these two plans. 
               
achieved in a quiet way that does not attract attention to itself and 
is therefore good or clever: 
a subtle plan/suggestion 
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subtle questions 
 
plastered: extremely drunk: 
They went out to the bars and got plastered. 
 
appalled: to make someone have strong feelings of shock or 
of disapproval: 
I was appalled at/by the lack of staff in the hospital. 
The state of the kitchen appalled her. 
 
abhor: to hate a way of behaving or thinking, often because 
you think it is not moral: 
I abhor all forms of racism. 
 
predecessors:  someone who had a job or a position before 
someone else, or something that comes before another thing 
in time or in a series: 
My predecessor worked in this job for twelve years. 
The latest Ferrari is not only faster than its predecessors but also 
more comfortable. 
 
debunking: to show that something is less important, less good, or 
less true than it has been made to appear: 
The writer's aim was to debunk the myth that had grown up around 
the actress. 
 
commodity: a substance or product that can be traded, bought, 
or sold: 
The country's most valuable commodities include tin and diamonds. 
The international commodities market 
 
a valuable quality: 
If you're going into teaching, energy is a necessary commodity. 
 
discriminate:to treat a person or particular group of people differen
tly,especially in a worse way from the way in which you treat other 
people, because of their skin colour, sex, sexuality, etc.: 
She felt she had been discriminated against because of her age. 
In order to increase the number of female representatives, 
the selection committee decided to discriminate in favour of women for 
three years. 
 
sufficient: enough for a particular purpose: 
This recipe should be sufficient for five people. 
It was thought that he'd committed the crime but there wasn't 
sufficient evidence to convict him. 
 
integral: necessary and important as a part of a whole: 
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He's an integral part of the team and we can't do without him. 
Bars and terrace cafés are integral to the social life of the city. 
 
 contained within something; not separate: 
All rooms have a flat-screen TV with integral DVD-player. 
The integral garage had been converted to make another bedroom. 
 
PART 6 (pages 36-37)  
 
permanently: lasting for a long time or for ever: 
She is looking for a permanent place to stay. 
Are you looking for a temporary or a permanent job? 
The disease can cause permanent damage to the brain. 
A semi-permanent hair dye will wash out after about three months. 
He entered the United States in 1988 as a permanent resident because of 
his marriage to a U.S. citizen. 
 
shrug: to raise your shoulders and then lower them in order to say 
you do not know or are not interested: 
"Where's Dad?" "How should I know?" replied my brother, shrugging. 
He shrugged his shoulders as if to say that there was nothing he could do 
about it. 
FIGURATIVE Thousands of people are starving to death while 
the world shrugs its shoulders (= shows no interest or care). 
 
minute: the written record of what was said at a meeting: 
Could you take/do (= write) the minutes, Daniel? 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved unanimously (= 
everyone agreed that they were correct). 
 
MAINLY UK FORMAL an official message from one person to another in 
an organization: 
I've just received a minute from Clark authorizing the purchase of six 
more computers. 
 
muse: to think about something carefully and for a long time: 
I began to muse about/on the possibility of starting my own business. 
 
laborious: needing a lot of time and effort: 
a laborious task 
 
outstayed:to continue to stay in 
a place although other people want you to leave: 
They were busy so I left - I didn't want to outstay my welcome. 
 
blithely: happy and without worry: 
She shows a blithe disregard for danger. 
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precariously:in a dangerous state because of not being safe or not 
being held in place firmly: 
The lorry was lodged in a very precarious way, 
with its front wheels hanging over the cliff. 
 
apprentice: someone who has agreed to work for 
a skilled person for a particular period of time and often 
for low payment, in order to learn that person's skills: 
Most of the work was done by apprentices. 
an apprentice carpenter 
 
simultaneously: happening or being done at exactly the same time: 
There were several simultaneous explosions in different cities. 
 
prodigious: extremely great in ability, amount, or strength: 
She wrote a truly prodigious number of novels. 
She was a prodigious musician. 
He had a prodigious appetite for both women and drink. 
 
 
PART 7 (pages: 38-39)  
 
inadequate:  not good enough or too low in quality: 
This work is woefully (= extremely) inadequate - you'll have to do it again. 
 
too small in amount: 
She rejected the $2 million offer as totally inadequate. 
 
 not confident enough to deal with a situation: 
Maddie's a real expert on art, so 
I feel completely inadequate whenever I talk to her about it. 
 
retention: the continued use, existence, or possession of something 
or someone: 
Two influential senators have argued for the retention of the unpopular tax. 
The retention of old technology has slowed the company's growth. 
water/heat retention 
 
statutory: a law that has been formally approved and written down 
 
statute book: When a law is on or reaches the statute book, it has 
been formally approved and written down and can be used in 
a lawcourt. 
 
relentless: continuing in a severe or extreme way 
relentless heat 
 
incentive:  something that encourages a person to do something: 
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Tax incentives have been 
very effective in encouraging people to save and invest more 
of their income. 
[ + to infinitive ] There is little 

incentive for people to leave their cars at home when public transport  
remains so expensive. 
Bonus payments provide an incentive to work harder. 
 
excessive: an amount that is more than acceptable, expected, or 
reasonable: 
An excess of enthusiasm is not always a good thing. 
They both eat to excess (= too much). 
There will be an increase in tax for those earning in excess of (= more 
than) twice the national average wage. 
 
sustain:to cause or allow something to continue for 
a period of time: 
The economy looks set to sustain its growth into next year. 
He seems to find it difficult to sustain relationships with women. 
US The judge sustained (= accepted) the lawyer's objection. 
 
 to keep alive: 
The soil in this part of the world is not rich enough to sustain 
a large population. 
 
evaporated:  to cause a liquid to change to 
a gas, especially by heating: 
The high concentration of sugars forms a syrup when the sap evaporates. 
Plants keep cool during the summer by evaporating water from their leaves. 
 
entrepreneurs: someone 
who starts their own business, especially when this 
involves seeing a new opportunity: 
He was one of the entrepreneurs of the 80s who 
made their money in property. 
 
forerunners: something or someone that acts as an early and 
less advanced model for what will appear in the future, or 
a warning or sign of what is to follow: 
Germany's Green party was said to be the 
forerunner of environmental parties throughout Europe. 
The drop in share prices in March was a 
forerunner of the financial crash that followed in June. 
 
lucrative: (especially of a business, job, or activity) producing a lot 
of money: 
The merger proved to be very lucrative for both companies. 
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variable:  likely to change often: 
a variable interest rate 
British weather is perhaps at its most variable in the spring. 
recruitment: the process of finding people to work for 
a company or become a new member of an organization: 
The recession has forced a lot of companies to cut down 
on graduate recruitment. 
It's all part of a recruitment drive intended to increase the 
party's falling numbers. 
 
juggle: to throw several objects up into the air, and then catch and 
throw them up repeatedly so that one or more stays in the air, 
usually in order to entertain people: 
We all watched in amazement as he juggled with three flaming torches. 
 
provisions: the act of providing something: 
The provision of good public transport will 
be essential for developing the area. 
Of course there's provision in the plan for population increase. 
When designing buildings in this area, you have to make provision against 
earthquakes. 
 
staggering: very shocking and surprising: 
It costs a staggering $50,000 per week to keep the museum open to 
the public. 
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